
 
 

The best part of the 
Gathering for me was 
… spending time with 

friends, excellent 
food, seeing new things 
and places, having a 
break from the farm.

The best part of the 
Gathering for me was 
… the tentcity. Mad. 
But we loved it. And 
the networking with 

those fabulous women. 
And the dancing!

The best part of the 
Gathering for me 

was … the feeling of 
fun and enjoyment, 

obvious from the time 
of arrival. You knew it 
was going to be good!

I have never been to 
a function with so 
many women, it has 
been like one great 
hug of support and 
fellowship. Junee is 
a beautiful place, 

friendly and welcoming 
everywhere we went - 

Even in IGA!
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this was my first gathering and 

what a wonderful weekend 

it proved to be. the Junee 

Committee lead by Gail 

Commens and her pink-shirted 

team did an absolutely fabulous 

job and are to be congratulated. 

the whole town became involved 

in one way or another – catering, 

setting up or just generally 

assisting wherever needed.

Friday night was an excellent 

start to the weekend. A bbQ and 

wine tasting provided by two of 

the local wineries were held in a 

marquee at the local high school. 

mayor lola Cummins hobbling on 

crutches welcomed over 400 of 

us who had ‘made tracks’ to Junee 

and provided some background 

to the town’s history and 

challenges. She also reminded 

us that it is OK to sometimes put 

ourselves first and not be the one 

to always eat the burnt chop after 

serving everyone else! 

toni Nugent followed – a young 

woman who grew up near Junee 

– began our journey of inspiration 

as she shared stories of being 

a crew member on the young 

endeavour ship and establishing 

the desperate Farmwives group 

in tarcutta to organise social get 

togethers for farming families.

A regional women’s choir later 

lead a sing-along of ‘We are 

Australian’ so the positive mood 

for the entire weekend was well 

established early.

Saturday morning saw about 

100 gatherers attend a Poet’s 

breakfast at the historic broadway 

museum. I was most impressed 

with their array of talent and in 

particular ‘the limping Poet’ Neil 

Smith who was also mC for the 

Saturday night dinner.

Jo Wilson-ridley from 

Coleambally attending the 

gathering for the first time, also 

bravely took to the podium 

to recite a poem she'd written 

especially for the Gathering.  

back in the marquee, Aboriginal 

elder Isobel reid warmly 

welcomed us to Wiradjuri 

Country before the official 

opening by Nerida Cullen, 

Co-chair of the rural Women’s 

Network State Advisory 

Committee and past Junee high 

school teacher. Nerida was a 

most interesting speaker and the 

figures she produced about the 

lack of women on boards were 

really most disturbing.

the next speaker was ex local 

girl Kerryn macauley who 

enthralled us with her life story. 

She started by saying she was 

really just an ordinary person. 

however she proved to have 

lived an extraordinary life. 

Kerryn has packed an immense 

amount of experiences into her 

forty something years including 

teaching and becoming a 

commercial pilot. her current role 

is as one of Australia’s foremost 

air crash investigators!

Over 50 workshops were offered 

in three sessions – Such a choice. 

these included – Climate change; 

colour coding and fashion; bread 

making; line dancing; creative 

writing; becoming a grey nomad; 

mosaics; silk and fabric painting; 

meditation through yoga, to 

name but a few. I enjoyed having 

the chance to try things that I 

have wanted to do but had not 

had the opportunity. the tutors 

were very professional and 

knowledgeable – we all had a ball 

learning and chatting together. 

Pink bubbly was served at 

pre-dinner drinks on Saturday 

night in keeping with the breast 

cancer awareness theme. the 

entertainment was enjoyable and 

varied including talented local 

award winning classical ballet 

and spectacular line dancers. 

Neil Smith was again very 
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entertaining … Including an 

entrance as his alter ego bowling 

mother eilean! 

richard Sheldrake, director-

General of Industry & Investment 

NSW addressed the crowd and 

announced ongoing support for 

rural women with a $42,500 NSW 

Government funding package for 

the 2010 Gathering.

ella James a comedian has 

notched up 20 years in the 

Australian media including 

being the voice on our satellite 

navigation systems, had everyone 

exercising their laughing muscles. 

her recipe for happiness was 

to ensure we all have someone 

to love, something to do and 

something to look forward to.

the evening concluded with 

some great dance music and 

women were able to really let 

their hair down.

After breakfast on Sunday 

morning an ecumenical service 

was held in the marquee with the 

gathering – ‘making tracks’ theme 

woven beautifully through the 

service. 

Petrea King was the final 

motivational speaker who led us 

in a 10 minute group meditation. 

She also spoke of ways to build 

resilience and appreciate our 

lives by taking responsibility and 

committing to really appreciating 

and loving life on a daily basis, 

Making tracks to Junee...
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roundhouse museum, liquorice 

factory and monte Cristo historic 

house.

men accompanying their partners 

were also well looked after with 

a men’s program so they too had 

a great time and experienced the 

value of networking and taking 

time out.

I thoroughly enjoyed my 

weekend and am looking forward 

to next year. I recommend it to 

everyone and hope to meet you 

wandering west to Wentworth  

29–31 October 2010.

Joy Beames, Dunedoo 

RWN State Advisory Committee

developing challenges and 

building connections. Petrea 

is the founding director 

and CeO of Quest for 

life Foundation and 

bestselling author of 

many books and Cds.

A large area was devoted 

to displays of information 

and goods we could visit 

throughout the weekend. most 

were set up Friday afternoon 

so any early birds were able to 

sample their wares before the 

crowds arrived. 

extra optional tours allowed us 

time to visits local attractions 

such as the Junee locomotive 

To Junee we go …
 make tracks to Junee
 For a weekend of fun
 ‘the Women’s Gathering’ it said
 Come laugh in the sun

 ladies of every generation
 From all over this vast state
 Seeking the solace of inspiration
 And a break, hey – that sounds great

 Stay for a day, two or three
 relax and unwind
 enjoy all Junee has on offer
 you’ll find the locals are kind

 there’s a stellar array of workshops
 to challenge and make one think
 And ample time to meet new friends
 enjoy a Gala Night with a touch of pink

 topping off the gathering atmosphere
 One can bunk down in a luxury tent
 Complete with a comfy mattress and shady awning
 As accommodation goes, its money well spent

 Should your partner feel excluded?
 don’t forget there’s a shed for the men
 Featuring tours of local interest
 So good they’ll want to come back again

 I must confess it’s my first time
 I’m a virgin gatherer you see
 here on the good graces of the rural Women’s Network
 A most heartfelt thank you to them from me

 thanks must also be extended 
 to the hard working organising committee
 their solid planning and coordinating 
 Will ensure our weekend runs hassle free

 So please I implore you
 do embrace this time
 to celebrate all that is good about being a Woman
 It’ll make this weekend - yours and mine

© Jo Wilson-ridley – Coleambally
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Wander West  
to Wentworth
2010 nSW ruraL WoMen'S 

GatHerInG: 29–31 oCtoBer

After the Coonamble Women’s 

Gathering, our group of women from Wentworth, travelling 

home on the bus, got talking and decided we would like 

to host a Gathering. the planning that happened on the 

trip home was incredible, and after a few more meetings, 

a submission was written to host the 2010 event. When we 

received news that our submission had been successful, we 

were ecstatic, and the hard work began.

the Committee decided on the theme, 'Wander West to 

Wentworth', as our historic port of Wentworth is situated 

in the Western division of NSW. We hope people will travel 

from all areas of the State to visit the town that was built at 

the confluence of Australia’s two greatest rivers, where the 

darling joins the murray, and enjoy the history and natural 

beauty we have to offer.

We have some exciting speakers and workshops planned, as 

well as giving people time to explore the local area. We're also 

planning some great activities for the men. you could even 

rent a houseboat and stay a while longer!

For more information see: www.bendigobank.com.au/

wentworth and click on 'don’t know what a Women’s 

Gathering is?' or contact Chris larwood on Ph: 03 5027 0220,  

email: pclarwood@bigpond.com, or Cathryn dawes on  

Ph: 03 5027 3526, email: dcdawes@hotmail.com. registration 

forms will be available during 2010.
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Junee Gathering looked 
after the men too!

source: junee  southern Cross, Thursday september 24, 2009

Kevin elliott (rand), neville rose (dunedoo) and garry st lawrence (Bullaburra) 
check out some of the trains housed at the junee railway roundhouse.

A handful of lucky blokes who decided they would tag along with 

their partners for the 2009 Women's Gathering were greeted with 

their own program full of the blokiest things to do.

First stop for the men on Saturday was the bush Poet's breakfast 

where they enjoyed a morning feed of sausages before being piled 

into a mini-bus and chauffeured to temora.

At the temora Aviation museum, it was 'blokes heaven' from the start 

as it hosted the Jet Flyers Association. the boys saw a number of radio 

controlled model aircraft take to the sky, including bA hawks, F-4 

Phantoms, F-86 Sabres and a Cougar.

Once their thirst for all things high flying and fast was quenched they 

headed over to the temora rural museum for a tour, then on to the 

temora men's Shed for a barbecue.

While some fun away from Junee was had, the men also took the 

chance to tour some of Junee's well-known tourist attractions, 

including the railway roundhouse museum and monte Cristo. blown 

away by the period antiques at monte Cristo, Garry St lawrence said 

he was also impressed by the historic homestead and owner reg 

ryan's restoration work building.

It was not the first time some of the men had attended a Gathering 

either – some were seasoned pros at the events, and they agreed that 

Junee's selection of activities kept them busy and entertained and 

well looked after.

Sponsors make it happen

Special thanks to the following 

major sponsors who’s generous 

support made the Junee women's 

Gathering possible:

Women told to keep 
striving and get 
involved
A strong message was heard throughout the Women's 

Gathering – stand up and count yourself as a woman with 

a voice.

rural Women's Network State Advisory Committee 

Chair, Nerida Cullen, passed on her message of female 

empowerment to the Gathering congregation at its 

opening ceremony on Saturday morning, urging women to 

get involved in whatever they can.

As a former Junee high School teacher; and a member of a 

number of other rural boards and committees, Nerida said 

the leaps women had made in recent years were great, but 

they needed to keep striving.

'the strides we have made here are extraordinary', she said. 

'If we don't keep putting up our hands and say, yes. I want 

to be involved, we will go backwards.'

'As more women become 'movers and shakers', the state 

would benefit as women continue to service as important 

role models to younger generations'.

encouraging women to use the Gathering as a way to pass 

on their concerns about issues affecting their lives, she 

mentioned the stereotypes women needed to be shed.

'little do men know what we can do … but I think they are 

catching on', she said.

As Coordinator of the 2009 Junee Women's Gathering I would like 

to thank the Junee community for embracing the event. While 

the Committee has worked so hard for two years, others have 

stepped in to assist in the final weeks and during the weekend. I 

would also like to say a special thanks to the Women's Gathering 

Committee without whom this event would not have made it to 

the finish line as successfully as it did. your commitment went 

above and beyond, your teamwork is unsurpassed, your 'get in 

and do it' attitude meant things were done. you are a team Junee 

should be proud off. Nikki Condon

Photo courtesy of southern Cross news


