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27 March 2012 

 
Launch of Our Water Our Country information kit 

 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, said today’s launch of the 2

nd
 edition of the 

information kit Our Water Our Country was a significant milestone and would increase the 
capacity of Aboriginal communities to be involved in the NSW water reform process. 
 
“Our Water Our Country aims to provide information that will increase Aboriginal peoples’ 
understanding and involvement in the water sharing planning process,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
“The kit provides a way to communicate intricate and complex subjects, both on behalf of the 
Aboriginal communities in relation to cultural values, and by the Government in regards to 
water planning and licensing processes, legislation and policy.” 
 
“It will help build Aboriginal peoples’ capacity to participate as water users and stakeholders 
to understand their rights to water and take full advantage of economic opportunities in 
relation to water.” 
 
“This kit, which comprises a manual and accompanying DVD, will benefit Aboriginal 
communities and Government agencies seeking to development partnerships, particularly 
staff who work with these groups.” 
 
Mr Harriss said the development of the kit had been funded through the National Action Plan 
for Salinity and Water (NAP), the Natural Heritage Trust and the National Water Commission. 
 
“The involvement of Aboriginal communities has been crucial to the project, in particular the 
provision of detailed information and examples as case studies for other groups.” 
 
“This has been very well accepted in recent workshops – especially the DVD case studies 
which have Aboriginal people talking about their experiences in a way that is easily 
understood.” 
 
“With the kit finally completed and incorporating input by Aboriginal focus groups, it will now 
be used more widely as part of ongoing consultation and engagement with Aboriginal 
communities into the future.” 
 
Mr Harriss also said it is important to recognise the contributions of the many agencies, 
especially Country, Culture and Heritage Division, and communities in the development of the 
kit and their ongoing input to ensure make this valuable resource will evolve to meet future 
changes and demands. 
 
“We see this kit as a ‘living document’ that can be updated as new information becomes 
available or as we develop a better understanding of the information requirements of 
communities.” 
 
‘It is in everyone’s interest that Aboriginal people are effectively involved in water sharing 
planning and water reform, because cultural traditions provide a unique and valuable 
contribution to understanding of the significance of water,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
Further information can be obtained from the NSW Office of Water website – 
www.water.nsw.gov.au  
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