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Tuesday, June 04, 2013 

 
Lower Murray groundwater plan - legal challenge dismissed 

 
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, has welcomed the decision of the 
NSW Land and Environment Court to dismiss a case challenging the validity 
of the Lower Murray groundwater sharing plan.  
 
The case, which was brought against the State of NSW by over 100 farmers 
from the Lower Murray area of NSW, previously involved unsuccessful 
appeals by the same licence holders to the Court of Appeal and the High 
Court. 
 
Mr Harriss said that the NSW Office of Water has undertaken a detailed and 
transparent process to develop water sharing plans for the State’s surface 
and groundwater resources. 
 
“These water sharing plans outline the way water is to be shared sustainably 
between consumptive use and the environment and, once established, set 
sustainable extraction limits,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
“The licence holders argued that the water sharing plan was invalid because 
the NSW Government’s water modelling was flawed and that socio economic 
considerations were not adequately considered.”  
 
The Court found in favour of the NSW Government in both of these respects.  
 
“We now have water sharing plans in force or in development for over 97 per 
cent of the State and we have spent a lot of time developing these plans 
collaboratively with industry and the community using the best available 
scientific information”.  
 
Mr Harriss said that the NSW Government had gone to great lengths to assist 
licence holders to adjust to reduced water entitlements. 
 
“This decision removes any uncertainty about the validity of the water sharing 
plan associated with the Court case and allows all aquifer access licence 
holders to move forward with confidence and security in relation to their water 
rights managed under the plan,” Mr Harriss said. 
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