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Friday, 4 April 2014 

 
NSW Office of Water refutes Greens claims on Santos Mining 

licences 
 
The NSW Office of Water today refuted claims that the Aquifer Interference 
Policy  will not apply to the assessment of the proposed Narrabri Gas Project.   
 
Statements made today that the Policy will not be considered in the 
application by Santos are incorrect.  
  
The NSW Government's Aquifer Interference Policy has been in place for over 
a year, and will be used as the central assessment tool for Santos' 
application. 
  
The Water Management Act 2000 requires Santos to hold a water licence for 
any water that is lost from the aquifer as a result of its activities.   
 
It is also an offence under the Act to harm an aquifer. 
 
Breach of these requirements can result in a penalty of up to $2.2m (for a 
corporation) or 2 years gaol which are the toughest water protection laws in 
Australia. 
 
NSW Water Commissioner David Harriss said that the policy that has been 
used across the State since its release, and explains the water licensing and 
impact assessment processes for Aquifer interference activities and guides 
the licence conditions under the Water Management Act 2000 and other 
relevant legislation. 
 
“It provides the necessary guidance for licencing of activities that impact or 
have the potential to impact on groundwater sources.” 
  
“Any assessment that the NSW Office of Water does of a proposal is 
undertaken against the criteria included within the Aquifer interference policy,” 
said Mr Harriss  
 
This includes properly accounting for all water taken, addressing the potential 
impacts on water quantity and quality, and proper consideration of all risks 
and necessary monitoring. 
 
Mr Harriss said that the Aquifer Interference Policy provides clear and 
objective criteria to allow proponents, Government and the community to 
assess these impacts.  
 


