
 

 

Bulletin 1 
July 2012 

Introduction 
Welcome to the first update bulletin for the NSW 
Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm 
Modernisation (STBIFM) project.  

The bulletin is designed to provide updates on 
the implementation process and the progress 
made to date.  

It will keep interested stakeholders informed of 
key dates and activities throughout the duration 
of the project.  

It will also alert you to opportunities for training 
and learning more about emerging issues and 
technologies. 

DPI would encourage you to be involved and 
stay informed using this service. You can, of 
course, unsubscribe at any time. 

For more detailed information on any aspects of 
the project please send an email to 
IFM.info@dpi.nsw.gov.au  

Background of the project 
NSW Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm 
Modernisation (STBIFM) is a program being 
delivered by the NSW Department of Primary 
Industries (DPI).  

The Australian Government are providing $83M 
of funding from the ‘Water for the Future’ 
initiative.   

It provides an opportunity for irrigators in the 
NSW Border Rivers, Gwydir, Namoi/Peel and 
Macquarie/Cudgegong water management 
areas to upgrade irrigation infrastructure, 
improve productivity, adapt to changes in water 
availability and ensure the long term 
sustainability of local communities. 

STBIFM will be implemented until October 2017 
however, annual reviews of the uptake of the 
infrastructure incentives will guide the ongoing 
availability of funding opportunities and 
continuation of the project.  

Funding Opportunities 
STBIFM will provide funding for: 

 Irrigation Farm Water Use Efficiency 
Assessments (IFWUEAs) conducted by an 
Approved Irrigation Consultant(AIC) to 
determine the best infrastructure options to 
improve on-farm water management.  

» Irrigators will be reimbursed 80 per cent 
of the cost of engaging an AIC up to a 
maximum of $4000 per farm. Initially 
only one IFWUEA per farm business 
(ABN) will be funded. 

 
 On-farm infrastructure projects that aim to 

achieve water savings and improvements in 
WUE.   

» Up to 80 per cent of the project costs will 
be funded in exchange for at least 50 per 
cent of the projected water savings in 
equivalent water entitlements.   

Activities to date 
DPI has requested Expressions of Interest 
(EOIs) from suitably qualified and experienced 
irrigation professionals to be included on a 
register of Approved Irrigation Consultants (AIC) 
who are willing to undertake IFWUEA services 
for eligible irrigators in the project region. 

The EOI closes on 14 August 2012 and 
following the assessment process DPI will make 
the register available to interested stakeholders. 

mailto:IFM.info@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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Contacts 
For more information or to register your interest 
in STBIFM, please contact your local DPI 
Irrigation Officer, send an email to: 
IFM.Info@dpi.nsw.gov.au 
or visit the website at 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/info/sustainingthebasin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© State of New South Wales through Department of Trade 
and Investment, Regional Infrastructure and Services 2012. 
You may copy, distribute and otherwise freely deal with this 
publication for any purpose, provided that you attribute the 
Department of Trade and Investment, Regional 
Infrastructure and Services as the owner. 

Disclaimer: The information contained in this publication is 
based on knowledge and understanding at the time of writing 
(September 2012). However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that 
information upon which they rely is up to date and to check 
currency of the information with the appropriate officer of the 
Department of Primary Industries or the user’s independent 
adviser. 

Published by the Department of Primary Industries, a part of 
the Department of Trade and Investment, Regional 
Infrastructure and Services. 
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