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NSW Organic Pioneers Award 
Award Criteria and Conditions of Entry

The Organic Pioneers Award aims to recognise and reward exemplary leaders across the whole spectrum of the Organic Industry. This is done under the auspice of the NSW Organic Ministerial Advisory Council in association with NSW Trade and Investment, Department of Primary Industries. Coordination is via a Steering Committee with representatives from groups involved in leading and promoting the Organic Industry. 

An independent panel of judges will assess and score applications that meet the following criteria and conditions for entry. 

The Award

The Organic Pioneer will receive a travel bursary to the value of $6,000, as well as the honour and esteem afforded to the winner of this industry Award. The aim is to promote the Organic Industry and assist the winner to develop their knowledge and interest in the Industry by funding travel to investigate organic enterprises or research facilities of their choosing (for example Rodale Institute in the U.S. or Elm Farm Research Station in the UK).  The winner will be required to provide a written report to be published on NSW DPI web site.

Who can enter the Award

Nominations for the Award are open to individuals and groups who practice, promote or produce products in accordance with recognised organic standards. Nominees from all areas of industry are invited; for example, organic farming / research / marketing. However, nominees must reside in NSW or have their nominated businesses residing in NSW.  

Representatives of Award Sponsors are not eligible to apply.

To recognise the many smaller organic enterprises that supply local markets, entry is also open to uncertified farmers / businesses who are able to demonstrate that their practices meet the principles of organic production as described in Australian organic standards
.

The awards also seek to recognise and celebrate outstanding achievers who are working in a social, administrative or educational role.

Self-nominations are encouraged. Otherwise, the nominee's approval must be gained before entry.

How to enter?

Entry is free. Applications for the Award close on 1 June 2012. 

Applicants should address the assessment criteria (below) and provide detail on how they would use the bursary if they became the Organic Pioneers Award winner.  In the latter, include an itinerary with reasons for choosing the destinations, and outline the benefits for the nominee and the organic industry as a whole. The trip and reasons for choosing it should reflect the essence of the Organic Pioneers Award.

Additional information about the nominee or their business can be provided to support the application. 

Complete the NSW Organic Pioneers Award Entry Form, and then send to the address indicated on the form, along with responses to the Selection Criteria and your plan for the travel bursary.

For more information or another copy of this document see: www.organicpioneers.com.au  or contact: Robyn Neeson, Phone: 02 69512735 or Mobile: 0427401462 or Email: robyn.neeson@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Assessment Criteria 
Nominees must provide a written application clearly indicating their achievements in, and commitment to; promoting the Organic Industry; innovation within the Industry; and meeting the triple-bottom-line in providing social, environmental and economic benefits. 

A panel of independent judges will evaluate applications addressing 5 key areas:

ORGANIC PROMOTION

INNOVATION

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL 

Applications must address the main question in each area, with consideration and detail to clearly answer the 4 related questions in each area. These questions form the criteria for judgement:
INNOVATION:

· Is the nominee highly innovative, with success in applying and widely promoting innovations to the Organic Industry?

Consider:

i. Is the level of innovation high?

ii. Are overall benefits/value offered by the innovations great?

iii. Are the initiatives sustainable with mechanisms in place to continue the innovation momentum?

iv. Are innovations widely promoted and adopted, or greatly affecting the Organic Industry?

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY:

· Does the nominee behave ethically and contribute to economic development which is improving the quality of life for associates, community and society at large?

Consider:

i. Are personal and business practices highly ethical, with well recognised integrity?

ii. Are key stakeholders and general community effectively engaged in developing business processes and outcomes?

iii. Are outcomes of business or personal practices contributing to general community well-being?

iv. Is there a social responsibility programme monitored, measured, and evaluated?

COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL:

· Do the nominee’s business and/or innovations provide significant economic potential?

Consider:

i. Do they provide a good model or catalyst for investment in the Organic Industry?

ii. Are they proven to be commercially sustainable and well established?

iii. Is there good potential for growth and development?

iv. Are there performance monitoring, feedback, and reporting systems in place?

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY:

· Is environmental stewardship a key consideration in the nominee's business and/or innovations?

Consider:

i. Do these greatly reduce or mitigate environmental impacts?

ii. Do they promote and enhance natural biodiversity, locally and broadly?

iii. Are measures in place to monitor the impact of these activities on the environment?

iv. Do these measures result in a significantly smaller carbon footprint and/or sequestering carbon?
ORGANIC PROMOTION:

· Does the nominee celebrate the benefits of organic food and organic farming, including the benefits to the environment, animal welfare, social justice, economic development, carbon footprint and food nutrition?

Consider: 

i. Are the principles of organic agriculture (as defined in the National Standard for Organic and Biodynamic Agriculture or AS6000-2009) evident in their business operation or their manner of business?

ii. Is the nominee actively promoting the principles and benefits of organics in their local community and more broadly?

iii. Are the business activities and/or innovations widely recognised and accepted by the Organic Industry and general community?

iv. Are the achievements outstanding and will they increase ‘organic awareness’?

Note: 
Verification or clarification of claims made in applications may be sought independently of, or directly from, a nominee, where a judge or the panel deem it necessary. 

Award details

Entry to the Award is free.

All finalists will be invited to the award ceremony and costs associated with their attendance will be funded through the Award initiative.

The winner will receive a travel bursary to the value of $6,000 to investigate organic enterprises or research facilities of their choosing. The winner will be required to provide a written report to be published on NSW DPI web site. 

The winner will be announced by the NSW Minister for Primary Industries, the Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson during SUSTAIN Expo (July 20-22, 2012) during a cocktail event.

Conditions of entry

The Steering Committee will oversee the initial selection process to ensure applications meet the criteria and conditions specified in this document. Their decision will be final and no commentary will be entered into regarding the decision.

The judging panel will assess, score and decide the winner of the Award. Their decision will be final and no commentary will be entered into regarding the decision.

All applicants agree to accept and abide by the conditions and requirements prescribed in this document.
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All finalists agree to participate in related media and marketing activities as required. 


NSW Organic Pioneers Award 
ENTRY FORM

Please read the ‘Award Criteria and Conditions of Entry’ carefully and complete the entry form below. 


Return the completed entry form to: 

The NSW Organic Pioneers Award

C/- Robyn Neeson

Organic Farming Liaison Officer

NSW Department of Primary Industries 

Yanco Agricultural Institute, 2198 Irrigation Way East, YANCO  NSW 2703

or Email entry to: robyn.neeson@dpi.nsw.gov.au
1. Applicants Name and preferred title:

	Name:
	Title:


2. Address:

	Street address:

	City / town

	State:                                                        Postcode:


3. Contact details:

	Phone: 

Business -                                    Home -                                     Mobile -

	Fax: 

	Email: 

	Website: 


4. If applicable, name of certifying organisation and organic certification number 

	Name of certifier:
	Farm / business organic certification number:




5. Addressing the criteria as described in the ‘Award Criteria and Conditions of Entry’ provide an overview of your business activities, and respond to each criterion with less than 300 words. Additional information may be provided as an appendix.

Acknowledgement of Entry

I acknowledge agreement to the terms and conditions of entry (as prescribe in the ‘Award Criteria and Conditions of Entry’).

I declare that none of my past actions will cause embarrassment to or bring the Organic Pioneers Awards or its organisers into disrepute. 

I agree to participate in related media and marketing activities as required. I agree that the judges’ decision is final.

The owner (if different to applicant) is aware of my application for this award and I have his/ her consent.

Signature …………………………………….   Name (please print)………………………………
Copyright Release:

As a consideration of my entry into this Award I grant Awards organisers and sponsors 'non exclusive' rights to publish material generated from my involvement in these Awards and from the outcomes of the Awards.

Signature ……………………………………   Name (please print) ……………………………..
� Applicants must meet organic production and processing principles as outlined in the National Standard for Organic and Bio-dynamic Produce Edition 3.4, 1 July 2009 (see: � HYPERLINK "http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0011/1890164/national-standard.doc" ��http://www.daff.gov.au/__data/assets/word_doc/0011/1890164/national-standard.doc�), or AS6000-2009.





