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Two weeks left to submit Murray-Darling Basin 

water saving ideas 
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, is calling for Murray-Darling Basin 
communities to put forward their ideas for saving water to help meet draft Basin Plan 
sustainable diversion limits by Friday 18 May 2012. 
 
Mr Harriss said that whilst Basin States, including NSW do not accept the draft Basin 
Plan in its current form, the final Plan will still see a reduction in current levels of 
diversions to meet new caps on water extraction throughout the Basin. 
 
“Basin communities, particularly those in southern NSW, need to continue to plan for 
a future with less water available for productive industries,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
“The sustainable diversion limits that the Commonwealth has included in the draft 
Plan will increase water required to meet environmental objectives by about 800 
gigalitres a year and most of this water would come from the Murray and 
Murrumbidgee valleys.” 
 
“The additional water required by the Commonwealth should be met by the 
investment in on-ground works and measures that deliver water efficiencies, rather 
than the purchase of NSW water licences, which takes water away from productive 
use permanently,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
The NSW Office of Water is calling for community ideas for projects that would 
deliver or use water more efficiently while maintaining or improving production and 
achieving environmental outcomes. 
 
This initiative is part of the NSW Murray-Darling Basin Environmental Works and 
Measures Feasibility Project funded by the Commonwealth Government. 
 
Examples of environmental works and measures include piping a stock and domestic 
water channel, re-scheduling the delivery or irrigation water to reduce evaporation 
and seepage, or building new infrastructure to flood a wetland more efficiently. 
 
The six week public submission period closes on Friday 18 May. Submissions 
should address the project criteria and can be made online using the submission 
form available on the Office of Water website at: www.water.nsw.gov.au 
 
All community ideas submitted will be registered and then short-listed for further 
assessment.  For more information phone 02 4224 9745. 
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