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Friday, 6 July 2012  
 

  
Despite the wet, Koondrook-Perricoota project on track  

 
Progress on the construction of the $76 Million Koondrook-Perricoota Forest Flood 
Enhancement Project is well on the way, with work complete on a number of 
significant construction milestones.  
 
NSW Office of Water Project Director, Mike Erny said that infrastructure projects 
such as this one, allow for more effective use of water, improving environmental 
outcomes with less water. 
 
“Ironically the wet conditions since 2010 have hampered progress; however some 
real momentum has been gained over the past few months.” 
 
“The inlet channel to the River Murray is now complete with only the earthen plug of 
the entrance to be removed,” he said.   
 
This 3m deep, 60m wide channel extends 3.8km into the forest and tapers out to 
natural surface to connect with Bullock Head Ck in the top end of the Perricoota 
Forest.  
 
“Construction of this channel has involved the excavation of 250,000m3 of soil and 
the placement in the channel of previously harvested trees from the alignment to 
replicate a natural ecosystem and encourage aquatic life.” 
 
Mr Erny said that the inlet regulator, fish way and turtle ramp is also about 95 percent 
complete.  
 
“This structure has incorporated large aluminium radial gates and has a capacity of 
6,000 Ml/day.  
 
“The gates operate with portable power packs, thereby removing the need for 
electricity or generators on site. The final touches of concrete works and walkway fit 
out are underway.” 
 
“The construction of the small twin Swan Lagoon regulators is progressing well and 
anticipated to be complete in late July 2012 if conditions permit.  
 
“Most susceptible to the fluctuations of the River Murray, these structures are 
presently having their gates installed and the final earthworks and rock protection is 
in process.” 
 
The Calf Creek Regulator has been completed. This regulator enables the flow of 
managed water out into the Calf Creek system and the free flow of flood water in a 
natural event. Like most of the downstream structures, flows will be regulated by the 
placing and removal of concrete stop logs within the structure. 
 
The Return Regulator has been completed, and is designed to allow the return of 
managed water held within the forest directly to the River Murray. 
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“It will operate with aluminium radial gates and has a capacity of 1850 Ml/day and 
incorporates a road crossing to allow continued use of the River Rd upstream from 
Barham.  
 
The small relief channel connecting Crooked Creek back to the regulator is near 
completion. 
 
Other major structures such as the Thule, Barber and Cow Ck regulators are 
approaching close to completion with the final concrete works and structural fit out 
underway. All are anticipated to be complete by the end of August subject to the 
winter weather. 
 
Mr Erny said that significant progress is also being made on levee construction with 
over half of the 43km long embankment being completed with multiple work fronts 
underway. 
 
The management of the cultural heritage aspects of the project continues to set new 
standards for large construction sites. 
 
“Weather permitting, we are planning to have the entire project completed by the end 
of this coming Spring, we then will conduct a small managed event to test the 
structures prior to final handover,” said Mr Erny.  
 
 
 

The Living Murray is a joint initiative funded by the New South Wales, Victorian, 
South Australian, Australian Capital Territory and the Commonwealth governments, 

coordinated by the Murray–Darling Basin Authority 
 


