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Blue-green algae reported in Blue Pools 
 
The North Coast Regional Algal Coordinating Committee today issued a blue-green 
algae alert for the popular recreation spot, the Blue Pool at Angourie. 
 
Sampling at the Blue Pool has recorded medium to high levels of a potential toxic 
blue-green algae. At this time, the Green Pool is not affected.  
 
This level of blue-green algae indicates that the water is unsuitable for recreational 
use or primary contact by people and may also pose a threat to domestic animals. 
 
Contact with the effected water could result in skin rashes, eye and ear irritations. 
Ingesting the water can lead to diarrhoea and long-term health problems. Asthma 
attacks can also be brought on by contact with blue-green algae. 
 
People are advised that domestic pets should not be allowed to come into contact or 
drink from the Blue Pool. All pets should be kept away as the potential harmful 
effects of blue-green algae can cause death in animals. 
 
Warning signs have been placed at the Blue Pool by Clarence Valley Council to 
advise the public of the situation. 
 
Clarence Valley Council will continue to monitor the situation and it is advised that 
the public heed the warning signs erected by Council. 
 
Algal blooms can develop rapidly and people should avoid any water that appears 
bright green, where obvious green scums are present, or a distinctive odour is 
noticeable. 
 
The community is asked to report suspected blue-green algae blooms to the local 
council or the NSW Office of Water. 
 
Information about blue-green algae blooms is available from the Regional Algal 
Coordinating Committee freecall Algal Information Hotline 1800 999 457 or visit the 
NSW Office of Water website www.water.nsw.gov.au/algal alerts. 
 


