
 

 

Update bulletin 9 
August 2013 

This bulletin provides updates on the NSW 
Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm 
Modernisation (STBIFM) project. This project is 
funded by the Australian Government’s Water 
for the Future initiative.  

The bulletin will keep interested stakeholders 
informed of key dates and activities for the 
duration of the project. It will also alert you to 
opportunities for training and learning more 
about emerging issues and technologies. 

DPI encourages you to be involved and stay 
informed using this service. You can, of course, 
unsubscribe at any time. 

For more detailed information on any aspects of 
the project please send an email to 
IFM.info@dpi.nsw.gov.au or visit 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/info/sustainingthebasin 

What’s happening in the 
regions? 
Projects are progressing steadily across the 
STBIFM region keeping contractors and the 
regional project staff busy. 

Stuart Bray reports that things are travelling well 
with several projects being close to finished and 
a number of interim and final payments being 
made. 

Some irrigators have been held up with 
earthworks because of the weather but all have 
submitted their quarterly reports and seem to be 
on track to finish on time. 

 

Regional Update in Peel/Namoi Valley, 9 July 
2013 (Podcast) 

 

Rob Hoogers, on the other hand reports that 
progress has been delayed significantly in the 
Macquarie Valley with the latest rain.  

Despite this, the first project in the Macquarie 
Valley has been completed and the final 
payment will be made soon. 

Regional Update in Macquarie Valley, 9 July 
2013 (Podcast) 

Reminder 
DPI advises that STBIFM is currently in 
recess undergoing an internal review as part 
of our project governance processes prior to 
an announcement of Round Three in 2014. 

Interested irrigators are encouraged to still 
submit an Eligibility Check Request to register 
an interest in the project. However, eligibility 
will not be assessed and notified until the 
details of Round Three are finalised. 

Further information on STBIFM is available by 
contacting your regional project team, 
emailing your enquiry or visiting the  
project website.  

 

Stuart Bray, Gunnedah doing final inspections on 
projects in the Peel Valley. Image J Montgomery 
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Irrigators keen on training! 
The DPI team recently delivered a two day 
Centre Pivot Lateral Move training course in 
Tamworth. 

Twelve irrigators successful in the first funding 
round attended the course as well as a number 
of industry representatives and retailers. 

Rex and Jenny Tout hosted the second day on 
their property to show their newly installed 
centre pivot and lateral move systems. 

Rex said that good planning for his STBIFM 
project allowed him to purchase the right 
irrigation system to fit the configuration of his 
farm. 

“The two systems will allow us to grow enough 
feed on-farm, improve our water use efficiency 
and the long term sustainability of our farming 
system.” 

“I am also looking forward to investigating the 
possibility of adding telemetry and fertigation to 
the system to save labour and further reduce our 
operating costs,” Mr Tout said. 

The Tout’s have a centre pivot as well as a 
lateral move that works with a drag hose up one 
side of a laneway and then back down the other 
side. They run 200 milking cows on their 140 ha 
property where they irrigate 47 ha. 

Irrigators attending the training found it very 
worthwhile in learning how to operate their new 
infrastructure to achieve the maximum benefits 
possible and learn from others experiences. 

For further information on upcoming STBIFM 
training opportunities contact your regional DPI 
contact. 

 
Above and Bottom: Participants at the recent CPLM 
training course inspecting Rex Touts new installation. 
Image: J Montgomery. 

Planning an infrastructure project? 
Get the balance right with good planning. The 
trick is not selling too much water so there is 
still enough to achieve your original objective. 

Rex Tout, Peel Valley 
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New staff for STBIFM 
DPI is please to announce the appointment of 
the following new members of the STBIFM 
team. 

Dr Michael Grabham has been appointed 
to the position of STBIFM Leader replacing Rod 
Jackson who has accepted the position of 
Leader, Northern Irrigated Systems based in 
Narrabri. 

Michael has been an Irrigation Officer with DPI 
for the past ten years based in Griffith and 
Bathurst.  

He completed his PhD in the study of bankless 
channel irrigation systems through the University 
of Southern Queensland. 

More recently he has been involved in other 
work including the verification of Water 
Efficiency Plans for the Lachlan CMA, the 
preparation of pre-audit irrigation assessments 
in the Hawkesbury catchment and overseeing 
RAA special conservation scheme loans. 

Michael brings a broad knowledge and 
experience in irrigation to the project team and is 
looking forward to contributing to the continued 
success of STBIFM. He will be based in Orange.   

 

Michael Grabham, newly appointed Leader of 
STBIFM. Image: A McCaffery 

 
 

Dr Tracey MacDonald has been appointed 
as the Manager Water replacing Peter Regan 
who has accepted the position of Leader Water 
Research. 

Tracey has worked for the NSW public sector 
since 2001 in a number of water related 
management positions that have focused on 
conservation, rehabilitation, research and 
industry and stakeholder liaison.  

Tracey’s role as a senior manager with the 
Central West Catchment Management Authority 
included providing input into the development 
and review of a variety of water policies and 
planning instruments and the various catchment 
floodplain management and water user 
committees. 

Tracey has a PhD in wetland ecology and her 
thesis investigated issues associated with the 
impacts of flood mitigation works on estuarine 
wetlands.  

Tracey will be based in Orange and is keen to 
play a positive role in the continued success of 
STBIFM. 
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