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Friday, 31 May 2013  

 

New opportunity to access groundwater licences 
 

A small amount of water in a number of groundwater sources across NSW is 
being made available through a controlled allocation order. 

NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss said the NSW Government was 
making available a limited proportion, just five percent initially, of the total 
unassigned water that is available in each of the specified groundwater 
sources.  

“It is important to remember that all groundwater is not the same. These are 
groundwater sources that currently have minimal development,” he said. 

All groundwater in the NSW portion of the Murray-Darling Basin is now covered 
by a water sharing plan, as is most on the NSW coast.  

‘Unassigned water’ exists where the extraction limit set by the water sharing 
plan is greater than the current water requirements in that water source.  

“In these groundwater sources the extraction limit is also a conservative 
proportion of estimated aquifer recharge.” 

Mr Harriss said the requirements to hold licences for water in these 
groundwater sources cannot be met through an existing trading market as little 
or no water trading occurs, making it difficult for new or expanding enterprises 
to obtain the necessary water licences. 

“Allocating a portion of the unassigned groundwater may allow existing 
enterprises to expand or new enterprises to be established.”  

“This will boost trade and investment in the local economies and support 
regional employment opportunities,” Mr Harriss said. 

It’s important to make it clear that the water can’t be physically taken from any 
water source until the project has all its approvals that are required under State 
and Commonwealth legislation.  

“Any future approval given under NSW legislation for a CSG activity will be 
consistent with the NSW Government’s recent announcement on exclusion 
zones.”  

“This controlled allocation process does not apply to parts of water sources that 
are already highly developed, such as the Sydney Basin Nepean Management 
Zone 1 or the Lachlan Fold Belt MDB (Mudgee) Management Zone.”  

The Great Artesian Basin groundwater sources are not part of this process, as 
there is already a controlled allocation process in this water source. 
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Mr Harriss said that a reserve price has been set for the water being made 
available for allocation based on prices paid recently in other similar 
groundwater systems through water trading, although the Registration of 
Interest process will determine the final price to be paid. 

The Office of Water will be accepting Registrations of Interest until close of 
business Friday 12 July 2013. 

To obtain further information or to register your interest, go to the NSW Office 
of Water website www.water.nsw.gov.au   


