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13 September 2012 
 

Burrendong inflows spill carryover water in the 
Macquarie-Cudgegong 

 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, today announced that 46,000 megalitres 
of inflow was received into Burrendong Dam during August, with water levels 
remaining within the Flood Mitigation Zone. 
 
“Under the rules of the water sharing plan, an equivalent volume of account water 
from carryover sub-accounts is to be withdrawn from general security and high 
security licences in the Macquarie and also from the Environmental Water 
Allowance,” said Mr Harriss.  
 
General security surface water users in the Macquarie and Cudgegong Regulated 
Rivers have also received an increase of 1 per cent in water allocations. 
 
As a result of the allocation and the required withdrawal of water from carryover sub-
accounts, overall availability in the Macquarie valley has reduced from 128 percent to 
122 percent of entitlement.  
 
“This is due to the reduction in the forecast minimum inflows over the next two years, 
now that July and August have passed. In recent months, the actual inflows could 
only be stored temporarily within the Flood Mitigation Zone storage of Burrendong 
Dam, and could not be used to improve water availability.”  
 
Mr Harriss said that the carryover spill rule does not apply to Cudgegong users 
because Windamere Dam has not spilled.  
 
“Overall general security allocation in the Cudgegong valley has increased to 157 
percent.” 
 
Windamere Dam currently has a storage capacity at 60 per cent, holding 221,000 
megalitres. 
 
The storage capacity at Burrendong Dam is now at full supply level, down from a 
peak of 115 per cent in mid-July.  
 
“Flood releases have ceased now that the dam is at full supply. If the dry conditions 
of recent weeks persist, irrigation demand is expected to increase and subsequent 
inflows will increase water availability,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
The NSW Office of Water will continue to make further Available Water 
Determinations for general security access licence holders in the coming months as 
water availability improves. 
 
Additional information on Available Water Determinations is available on the NSW 
Office of Water’s website at- www.water.nsw.gov.au  

 


