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Thursday, 9 May 2013 
 
 

NEW BORES TO BE INSTALLED IN THE NAMOI 
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss today announced the 
commencement of a joint groundwater monitoring project between the NSW 
Office of Water and the University of New South Wales.  
 
Under the “Connected Waters Initiative” managed by the University of NSW, 
the Office of Water will drill up to 5 shallow alluvial monitoring bores in the 
Namoi Valley, close to Manilla, Quirindi and Currabubula. 
 
“The aim of these additional groundwater monitoring bores is to add to the 
existing alluvial groundwater monitoring network across the Namoi Catchment,” 
said Mr Harriss 
 
These bores are being installed to monitor the groundwater levels in the 
alluvium (shallow groundwater aquifer) and the links with creeks and rivers in 
the area.  
 
“These additional bores will add to our understanding of the influence of 
climate, surface water groundwater connectivity and extraction on the alluvial 
aquifer.” 

Mr Harriss said that the NSW Office of Water already maintains an extensive 
groundwater database with data from around 135,000 water supply and 
monitoring bores across NSW.  

“This includes data from private and government owned bores drilled from the 
late 1800s through to the present day.”  

“Our bore monitoring sites are mainly located in areas where significant 
volumes of groundwater are extracted, such as from shallow alluvial aquifers 
where groundwater is primarily used for irrigation and industry, as well as in 
areas where there may be other groundwater management issues, such as 
highly saline water-tables.” 
 
Landholders can access information on groundwater heights from the NSW 
Office of Waters Real Time Data site at www.water.nsw.gov.au  
. 
Mr Harriss said that these new bores should be no more than 30m deep 
however the final depths will depend on the hydrogeology at each site. The five 
bores will be located close to river gauging stations where possible, at the 
following locations: 
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- Quirindi Creek Alluvium, off Gurton Street in Quirindi. 
 

- Quipolly Creek Alluvium, off Burdens Johns Rd. 
 

- Currabubula Creek Alluvium, off Currabubula-Piallawa Road. 
 

- Manilla Alluvium, Namoi River, off Higgins Ave Street, Manilla. 
 

- Manilla Alluvium, Halls Creek off Halls Creek Road. 
  
Drilling should commence the week beginning 13 May and be finished by the 
end of June.  
 
For more information on groundwater see the NSW Office of Water website at 
www.water.nsw.gov.au/ or the Connected Waters University of NSW web site 
at https://www.connectedwaters.unsw.edu.au/. 
 
 


