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Friday, 23 August  2013  
 

Office of Water outlines Snowy increased flows for 2013-14  
 
Acting NSW Water Commissioner, Bruce Cooper, today reminded Snowy River 
water users of this year’s environmental water releases to the Snowy River 
below Jindabyne.   
 
Mr Cooper said that the 2013-14 annual allocation is the largest since water 
recovery began in 2002, with over 190 gigalitres of environmental water to be 
released into the Snowy River over the current water year. 
 
“The bulk of the 2013-14 allocation, some 96.6 gigalitres, will be delivered 
during five separate events over the upcoming spring,” said Mr Cooper.  
 
“The new release patterns being trialled over the 2013-14 water year are 
designed to better mimic the natural flow characteristics that are seen in Snowy 
Montane rivers.” 
 
“The five events will each see release peak flows last for a period of eight 
hours, which is a much shorter duration of peak flows previously undertaken.” 
 
“The move to this new release pattern draws on the results of previous 
releases, which have shown most of the physical work in the river channel 
occurred within a day of the peak flow rate.” 

The key dates for spring 2013 are: 
• Friday 6 September: total daily release 3,865ML – equivalent peak 

flow rate of 5,000ML/d for 8 hours 
• Friday 13 September: total daily release 3,243 ML - equivalent peak 

flow rate of 4,198ML/d for 8 hours 
• Tuesday 24 September: total daily release 2,204ML - equivalent 

peak flow rate of 2,855ML/d for 8 hours 
• Tuesday 8 October*: total daily release 6,634ML - equivalent peak 

flow rate of 10,083ML/d for 8 hours 
• Wednesday 6 November: total daily release 2,554 ML - equivalent 

peak flow rate of 3,307ML/d for 8 hours 
 
Peak releases will run from 8am to 4pm on these dates. 
 
The flows will be released from Jindabyne Dam to the Snowy River through the 
cone values in most of these events, while the release on 8 October, the largest 
of the five events, will also have water passing over the spillway. 
 
The peak flow rate will essentially be the same as the 2012 event, with a 
maximum rise in water level of 2.79 metres. 
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The rise in water levels will vary depending on your location and inflows from 
tributaries, but flows will be within the river channel. 
 
However, landholders are advised to ensure that stock and pumps are moved 
to higher ground if necessary. 
 
It is anticipated that during the largest of the spring 2013 events on 8 October, 
the river level will reach approximately 1.84 metres at the Dalgety gauge. 

“The move to this new release pattern is expected to make better use of the 
available water by regular flow disturbance to help re-establish the old channel 
and remove the build up of silt and sediment over many years.” 
 
“This release pattern was discussed with key water stakeholders in the Snowy 
Mountains including the Commonwealth, Victorian and NSW Governments, 
Snowy Hydro and key community groups,” Mr Cooper said. 
 
A report outlining the findings to the revised release strategy is available on the 
on the Office of Waters website at www.water.nsw.gov.au 
 
A full schedule of releases can be found on the Snowy Hydro website 
www.snowyhydro.com.au/water/water-releases/ 
 
The Office of Water will provide further information and ‘rising river alerts’ closer 
to the release dates. 
 
*Tuesday 8 October event is dependant on weather conditions and will be confirmed closer to the 
date. 
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