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North Coast councils keen on protecting 
our water sources 

 
North Coast councils have shown they are keen to help protect our water sources, 
with Lismore City Council recently hosting a workshop presented by the NSW Office 
of Water. 
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, said today the workshop, which was 
aimed at staff in North Coast councils who respond to water related enquiries from 
ratepayers, provided an insight into activities that require licensing from the NSW 
Office of Water. 
 
“Local councils often receive enquiries from ratepayers regarding water related 
activities, so it is important that councils are aware and kept informed of what people 
can and can’t do when it comes to accessing or using water from rivers, creeks and 
bores,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
Representatives from councils belonging to Northern Rivers Regional Organisation of 
Councils (NOROC) attended the workshop, covering topics such as activities that 
require a water licence or approval, works undertaken near or within waterways, 
when and how to refer people to the Office of Water, as well as the role of 
compliance and possible penalties for those who do the wrong thing. 

“One area of particular focus was the types of works needing a controlled activity 
approval.”  

“Controlled activities include erecting a building or other structure, excavating or 
depositing material or carrying out activities in or adjacent to waterways.” 

“Protecting our water supplies and water quality, as well as impacts to downstream 
water users, is critical and is becoming a common issue raised with councils as 
development increases.” 
 
Mr Harriss said this is the second workshop held for local government in recent 
months and it is pleasing to see such positive responses from this initiative. 
 
“The information presented is also very topical as more and more people are seeking 
information on accessing water, given the current drought conditions across much of 
NSW,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
The Office of Water plans to undertake further workshops for local government, as 
water related enquiries continue to escalate. 
 
Further information about water licensing and approvals can be found on the NSW 
Office of Water website – www.water.nsw.gov.au or phone Advisory Services on 
1800 353 104.  
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