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Murrumbidgee trade imbalance cleared / Forecast water 
availability in Murrumbidgee Valley 

 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, today announced that the imbalance in water 
trade in the Murrumbidgee Valley had now eased and that trade of allocated water into 
the Murrumbidgee Valley would recommence via a ballot.  
 
The NSW Office of Water closed trade of allocated water out of the Murrumbidgee Valley 
in September 2013, as the amount of water being traded into the valley exceeded the 
amount of water being traded out, which meant it was physically impossible to deliver 
that water. 
 
“There has now been sufficient trade of allocated water out of the Murrumbidgee Valley 
to allow a limited amount of water to be traded into the valley,” said Mr Harriss. 
 
“Only 20,000 megalitres is able to be traded into the valley and applications will be 
considered through a ballot process. This process will be similar to the trade ballots 
previously held in 2009/10.” 
 
Mr Harriss said that State Water would conduct the ballot and applications for trades of 
account water into the Murrumbidgee Valley will be accepted from 30 January until 10 
February 2014. 
 
Information on the ballot process is available on the State Water website at - 
www.statewater.com.au 
 
Mr Harriss also announced the likely forecast water availabilities in Murrumbidgee Valley 
Regulated Rivers for the remainder of the 2013/14 water year. 
 
“If conditions remain very dry, and inflows recede to the historical minimum, no further 
increase in the general security allocation is anticipated to the end of June 2014,” he 
said.   
 
“If inflows were to improve up to average inflows, the general security allocation would 
reach 69 percent by the end of June 2014.” 
 
“The Office of Water will continue to monitor water availability and may make further 
Available Water Determinations for general security access licence holders depending on 
inflows in coming months,” Mr Harriss said. 
 
Additional information on Available Water Determinations is available on the NSW Office 
of Water’s website at - www.water.nsw.gov.au  

 
 Potential General Security (excludes carryover)* 

Forecast inflow scenario June 2014 

Minimum inflows 59% 

9 chances in 10 (very dry)  (90%)  63% 

3 chances in 4   (dry)          (75%)  66% 

1 chance in 2     (average)  (50%)  69% 

*Current allocations are 59% 


