
 

 

Update bulletin 10 
September 2013 

This bulletin provides updates on the NSW 
Sustaining the Basin: Irrigated Farm 
Modernisation (STBIFM) project. This project is 
funded by the Australian Government’s Water 
for the Future initiative.  

The bulletin will keep interested stakeholders 
informed of key dates and activities for the 
duration of the project. It will also alert you to 
opportunities for training and learning more 
about emerging issues and technologies. 

DPI encourages you to be involved and stay 
informed using this service. You can, of course, 
unsubscribe at any time. 

For more detailed information on any aspects of 
the project please send an email to 
IFM.info@dpi.nsw.gov.au or visit 
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/info/sustainingthebasin 

 
Stewart Crawford of ‘Bungarley’ near 
Narromine said STBIFM funding has been 
just what was needed to improve their on farm 
water use efficiency. 

“This funding allowed us to undertake good 
planning and design to not only improve our 
yields and our bottom line but also focus on 
achieving a totally low energy use system as 
well.” 

Round 2 – a great success 
The NSW Government has recommended on-
farm water saving projects worth $23.5 million in 
the second round of the STBIFM.  

44 Round Two projects have been 
recommended for funding including: 

 36 in the Macquarie Valley valued at 
$13.06M 

 5 in the Upper and Lower Namoi Valley’s 
valued at $3.81M 

 2 in the Peel Valley valued at $345,600 

 1 application in NSW Border Rivers. 

Project costs range between $74,000 and 
$2.8M, with the average project cost being 
$535,000. Overall, irrigators are supporting this 
initiative with private investment into these 
approved projects of more than $5.9 M. 

The projects recommended for funding in Round 
Two will save around 8.5 GL of water with 71 
percent of these savings to be returned to the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder. 

The successful projects cover a wide range of 
activities across the project area, including:  

 The installation of lateral move and centre 
pivot irrigation machines 

 The upgrade of supply channels 

 The installation of recirculation systems 

 The reconfiguration of fields 

 The installation of new pumps and pump 
sites 

 The development of new storage dams 

 The installation of new drip irrigation 
systems 

 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/info/sustainingthebasin


 

 

Project Leader Michael Grabham said DPI is 
very pleased with the way irrigators are getting 
right behind this effort to improve water use 
efficiency. 

 “Irrigators are contributing more in-kind 
contributions and returning a greater proportion 
of their water savings to the environment than 
they are required to under the program.” 

“The recommended projects clearly demonstrate 
the commitment of NSW irrigators to achieving 
water savings through infrastructure leading to 
great community and environmental benefits” 

“Seven applicants who were successful in 
Round One submitted successful additional 
project applications in Round Two and 26 
unsuccessful Round One projects were 
resubmitted in Round 2 after DPI feedback and 
guidance and were also recommended for 
funding,” Dr Grabham said.  

“This is a very positive outcome for DPI, 
indicating high levels of community engagement 
and skilled and informed staff associated with 
the project.”  

Here’s a sample of some of the 
successful projects . . . 

NSW Border Rivers 

Project 1: Conversion of flood irrigation to drip 
irrigation including: 

 Laser levelling 

 Installation of mains and sub-mains 

 Installation of a new pump and filtration plant 

 Projected water savings of 160ML 

 76% returned to the environment 

 

Sub-surface drip installation funded by STBIFM. 
Images: S Priest. 

 



 

 

Namoi/Peel Valley 

Project 2: Installation of a new lateral move 
irrigation system including: 

 The construction of a storage cell in an 
existing storage 

 A new pump station to access the new 
storage cell 

 Laser levelling of the remaining furrow 
irrigation fields 

 Projected water savings of 810ML 

 80% returned to the environment 

 

Project 3: Installation of three new centre 
pivot irrigation systems including: 

 The removal of existing irrigation structures 

 All the necessary earthworks 

 The removal and disposal of old asbestos 
cement mainlines 

 The installation of a mains pump 

 Projected water savings of 194ML 

 100% returned to the environment 

Macquarie Valley 

Project 4: Construction of a new storage 
including: 

 The installation of a new pump and the 
supporting infrastructure 

 The diversion of drainage water to by-pass 
the surge area with the existing recirculation 
system 

 Projected water savings of 532ML 

 58% returned to the environment 

 

Project 5: Retire existing bay irrigation and 
establish best practice furrow irrigation system 
including: 

 Laser levelling of all fields 

 Development of a new main supply channel 

 Installation of a new recirculation system 

 Installation of a new pump and distribution 
tower 

 Projected water savings of 358ML  

 63% returned to the environment 

 

 

Centre pivot funded by STBIFM. Image: J. 
Montgomery 

 

Development of a new on-farm storage funded by 
STBIFM. Image: S. Priest 

 

Redesign of a new supply and recirculation system 
funded by STBIFM. Image: A. McCaffery 



 

 

What others think… 
Ivan Truscott, Business Manager at Darling 
Irrigation based in Narromine said direct buy 
back of water can impact on people in every 
industry but the STBIFM infrastructure project 
provides positive benefits. 

“This project has allowed irrigators to improve 
their irrigation systems with, for example sub-
surface drip, on their better ground instead of 
only investing in the areas that are  
un-irrigable.” 

“The pay offs on this approach are far greater 
because, not only is productivity significantly 
improved, energy costs and risk are also 
minimised by being able to deliver water where 
and when they need it,” Mr Truscott said. 

“This project can only be positive for all sectors 
of the irrigation industry.” 

 

 

Ivan Truscott, Darling Irrigation, Narromine. Image: 
S.Priest 
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