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Thursday, 6 December 2012 
 

Water users asked to keep the streams flowing  
 
NSW Water Commissioner, David Harriss, reminded all water users and irrigators to 
keep the streams, creeks and rivers flowing.  
 
“As the weather is hotting up and conditions drying out some landholders can be 
tempted to impede the stream flow by building low profile dams or weirs to enhance 
their ability to pump water, Mr Harriss said. 
 
“Construction of unauthorised works within NSW waterways is illegal and can have 
serious consequences.” 
 
“Modifying the flow in a creek, stream or river with dirt, rocks or gravel to build the 
water levels up to enhance pumping capabilities has a big impact on downstream 
water users, stock and domestic users and the health and productivity of the 
waterway.”  
 
Mr Harriss said this type of activity also impacts on our river and streams monitoring 
network which provides necessary information for water management. 
 
“The real time data we receive from monitoring sites may be distorted and does not 
allow the management of flows to meet the needs of the river or consumptive users.” 
 
“Incidences of illegal works have recently been reported to the NSW Office of Water 
by the public.  The Office appreciates the help it receives from the community in 
policing breaches, and will undertake relevant investigations.” 
 
“Office of Water monitoring staff are constantly out in the field checking stream flows 
at gauging station locations and can easily determine irregularities.” 
 
Not all people do the wrong thing. Approval is required for controlled activities, which 
include works in or near a stream or river, to ensure all water users have access to 
water. Guidelines for controlled activities can be found on the NSW Office of Water 
website: www.water.nsw.gov.au/Water licensing/Approvals/Controlled-activities 
 
Penalties for offences associated with these kinds of works can be as high as $1.1 
million and $132,000 for each day the offence continues for corporations and 
$247,500 and $66,000 fore each day the offence continues for individuals. 
 
Anyone wishing to report suspected illegal activities can do so confidentially, please 
contact the NSW Office of Water on 1800 633 362 or send an email to 
watercompliance@water.nsw.gov.au 
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